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Earth’s climate is in crisis. Climate governance has failed. This book diagnoses 
climate governance as if it were a sick patient, uncovering the fundamental factors 
causing the worsening climate crisis. It distils decades of global climate negotiations 
to reveal the features of international relations that are impeding climate action, 
and it identifies political obstacles to climate governance across a variety of 
countries in the Americas, Asia, and Europe. The psychosocial aspects of climate 
change are explored to show how human nature, overconsumption, and global 
capitalism conspire to stymy climate action. Remedies are suggested for how to 
overcome hurdles to effective climate governance internationally and nationally, 
with ideas provided for individuals to help them align their own interests with those 
of the global environment. Covering all of the major recent events in climate 
politics and governance, this is an accessible book for concerned readers who want 
to understand the climate crisis.

Acknowledgements; List of figures and tables; List of abbreviations and acronyms; Part I. 
Problems: 1. Dysfunction in climate governance; 2. The worsening climate crisis; Part II. 
Pathologies: 3. Pathologies of international relations; 4. Pathologies of national politics in the 
United States and China; 5. Pathologies of national politics in the Global North; 6. 
Pathologies of national politics in the Global South; 7. Pathologies of human nature; Part III. 
Prescriptions: 8. Reconsidering international, national and human governance; 9. 
Prescriptions for governing climate change; 10. Policies and prospects for climate 
governance; Conclusion; References; Index.

For more information, and to order, visit:
www.cambridge.org/9781108437530
and enter the code HARRIS21 at the checkout

20% Discount

£59.99 £47.99
Discount priceOriginal price

$79.99 $63.99

£26.99 £21.59
Discount priceOriginal price

$34.99 $27.99

Hardback  978-1-108-42341-0

Paperback  978-1-108-43753-0

'Paul Harris provides an excellent 
account of the major structural, political 
and psychosocial causes of the climate 
crisis and the failures of climate 
governance - but ends positively with a 
shopping list of plausible policy 
solutions. Very accessible, often 
provocative, sometimes depressing, but 
always engaging, this should be read 
by everyone interested in climate 
politics.' 
Neil Carter, University of York
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