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Introduction

Delineating global environmental politics

Paul G. Harris

Thie warural environmentisin dechne globally. Withroo fewexcepuons, enviromnmental medcarors
dre prowing wiorse. For esdmple, watet sind o pollotion aré new so poor i somiecdeveloping
couneries, such @ Ching and India, thae hundreds of mallions of people aie foréed o drnk
severely tainted water and breathe tode air. Regionally, acid rain — which has been reduced i
North Amenca and Western Europe in recent decades—is on the increase in East Asia and athir
developing regions, putting ecovysteimns and agroaloire at grese nsk, The so-called ™ Asian brown
clotd™ isf smog s 5o vist that it spreads siros the Pacific o the Americas, Coastal seas have een
overfished 10 miost ooeans, and this phenomienon b exeended roregmanal sens in both the dievel
oped and developing werlds, Manng environments are severely digraded by polludng sumaft
from contiments, with the world's coml reefs shrinking and ocean “dead zones” now extending
alongg the comthnes of all contmens, Wildlife around the world 5 wnder geat threas, with
dechinesand extinenons of species on the tse. These problems sreexacerhared by climate change,
which i niirifeseed in msing plobal remperatures; very serous theeas o agnoultioral productiv-
ity from drowghies dned Soods, move sevete wielthier events, new threars to speoes unable ti adapr
o cviremuiental changes and polluton, declines in marine scoystens e e Wartinng witers
and oeean acidification, and immessumble dangers posed by sea-level dse, partioukiy for poor
lw-Tying regions, couneries and habitats, These are but a fewe exanples of the environiental
challenges thar dare inerensing arcund the worldl

The role that poling plays in these challenges, whether they play outwithin or among coun-
tries, catimiot be understated, 'The contining decline of the gobal énvicanment gan lisgely be puat
down to the fiilure of governtuents and other actors to respond in Hoe —or atdll. Whien swe do
SUC SUFOCHRCS 10 preventing or responding to adverse environmental changes and pollurion, for

example in cleaner local environments i ooy developed countries and o handful of werna

Earth's procective stratosphenic srone laver, they cin often be pot down o the wilingaess of
geveriinenes sl other polingl actots, melading nongovenimental orgimeations aid oeeasion-
ally Bsinesses, to nepotiaee wod implemeit policies that prortiee enviesmmentil progection over
thort-terin eoonemic gain, Understanding and promuoting these Kinds of sucoesses i éracially

imiportant, and i many cases vital, to the future of all secieties and o natural ecosystens. This

handbook 15 intended o be pare of the process of promoting those successes: first 4o bolster basic
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understandimgaf environimental changes and the urderlying polities that shupe them, and secand
oy provide readirs with 2 foundation of krirwledgs thiy cun |11_-|E- thom o promote thew, mome
ervitaiitientally sustinable relanonships beoween humenkind and the ,,_m;._,; woitld

Everyone i affected by global environicial polities, often directly thraugh fecling the
mipacts of the emvironmentil changed dapsed by HOVETTIENE pioliciis, f.m-_l it |.|'.I.'\.I: idirectly
thraugh having 1o waeeh othes saffér fom those changes, Miny people are now-affected, in
postiive: ways: by regulitions dnd pelicies char have reduced envirpmment pollooon. The
wunrer e which hiormian, financial and sovonumental (Esbrces are wsed o create Fimd havpetully
tevere oological deeling, overuse of natural roiources and dess ractian of the mitinal Eovirdn-
mignt aftects the safety of the water that people drink, the air that they breade aad the e
that they enjoy and draw from ro meer their sndividual and comuratiiey needs Global epviron
mental palities can and will shigpe the climate and even the weither of the fiture. Saally, for
fenme peaple, global envirotimental poliics nuay be skt of e and death. Por :.'u.unp!;', the
fulure of governmients and other global scters, such a8 biusinssed s individuals, to resporid
robustly 1o the cawses and consequences of climite chudge mess thar millises of valherahle
prople in the poorest parts of the wiardd will die in the future Fom drouphr-induced famdne or
severe weather events, and niiny niore will die from e disegses that will spread m p warmer
and weener world,

Whiat this racans o that globa] envicommenal palities shoald concermn evervene. Whethe
e 28 o politican, cateer smvernment official, ERTEpreneur, activist orstadent, uniderstinding
global environinentd) politics will help schiove policy or personal goals, Withisut knowledge of
the global matore of environmentsl chiatges, policymakers will fail o see oy ef thie L'.II.I\-::"H of
those changes, and indeed the reinedies for them. Withaur récagniiion thar the coviranment
penmedtes ather policy atess, ringing from enerey supphes and tational sscurity to social justice
el fesionel produc o, policy responsesare unlikely sirened, leist of Wl o becose-efetie and
equitable. Wichout realizing thar both the causes an consdguenves of global environmental
change are highly political, being mAvenced by the distribution of ;T:J-w;.'r within and smong
societies, those whooseek ol pallution dnd destroction of manra] Tessures will nor gee vm;r'
far. With ths in mind, this handbosk brings together a large group of scholars from around the
world ro-exaning thisse eonnections and to belp illuminaee the Guses of envirommenral chaige
and expecially the ways that the world hasand can respond to them [t is intendid o be the most
eomprebicnsive treatment of the topic vet published, While the fiold of ‘global environmerntal
polites i much toe large o be fully covered by 3 stigle volome, we lave sotight to survey a5
ttbeh af it as possibile, therehy Ewing amyone interested in for concerimed abi ||.|["|- it a silid 1’-;-||.;||-|..
dation on which to continine with more 'I”—I.h'Frh aunlvesiss o ki

Before the conmbutos to this volume proceed o viming dobal envirommen] pelities
miore wadely, this chiprer brdefly delinearss this miportint topic, It defines the topi I-.|r|n;| its
redated field of 'ih:-.[:-r' i"}r E‘:FIL‘T'}" Euukmg it the iHobal, the enviramment and the J-m.'.-'rr.; v };|r_1n['|.|[
eftvirontiental politics. The whaprer then distmgnishics berween the pracise of plobal envipon-
mental politics and the sy ofit, inthe process sugpesting how the twa da .-.nd;huul._l overlip.
This chaprer also inerodices the topics thit will follow in subseyuent chaptess, n the proces
showing how the fisld i both wide and deep, in many respects reinforcing the ippartance of
global envirommerntal palitics for everyone :

Defining global environmental politics

What is, and whar are, “global énvironmental pohitics™? Global eavirotiinental politics is both an
arex of avovity and practice, on one hand, and 1 field of research and stisdy, on the other, leas
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Intresduction

about how poverinents, diplomats and other actots inflience the global envitonment, which
inchides local amd regional environments, ad how what they do 15 analyzed and understood by
scholae, students and pctivises, Global emvironmental polites, i o pluml sense, can be inger

preted as the vanous wiys o which policies are practived i ditferen places o alter or protect
the environment That s, drere are different polines of dthe environment in difforene locamai
anid e chilferenr ssue areas. Importnty, aoche term imphes, global environmental politics is

aboue the polacs of the enviramant on a plobal scale.

The “global” in global environmental pofitics

Envirommental changes and sssotared paliticd oeeur at all geograplic and social Jevels
Environniental changes can occur locally and be caused by whit happens locally, as when tocal
wilter supplics are palluted by domestic sewage or ndusrmal efluents, In contrast; environmen-
tal problems can be global, a1 the cuse of wlobal warneng anvd associaced chmaee change, These

levels of environmental change are rounnely conncored, somethnes momeely. For exaiiple,
i all

i

lobal elemate change srsing fom etussions of earbon diside smid other preonbouse g
arineriel the seorkd affeets local cammunitivs sd dividuals dieeetly. Global problems can have
lodal cinses. I comtrist, even apparéndy localized environmental isues can be global problems,

For example, addressing local water and wir pollution in peor conmtricsmuy require fieancial or
technological assistance from affuent countriey, often thoge fir away, or from the rernatioonl
commumity, perhaps in the form of an ageney of the United Nations ar an mternationsl nom-
W:“I'T”l'lﬁi‘]l'iﬂl l'll'E';:II]i.:f.th.‘ll.

Phese varying levels of environmentil chimge, and the various levels of causality, inipact and

response, Mighlighe the role of politics at all lévels. We see different esvironmental palitics
depending on the locanon, scale or vsue bemg addressed. Forexample, some logal envizonmen-
tal problems can be addressed through local sctom, as veewrs when a commumity implemests
regulatory messures 1o curh pollunon or o prateet local aaturl resoirces, Other envirammes
tal prodilenssare regronal, erosang provineisl and mational boundiries of sneive olems, requinig
il sometimes receiving policy responscs from a nomber of conmmiiities or national govern-
menty; Esiniples of this kind of eovireonmental politicy inclide responses by Morth Amerom
sl Europedn govemmments to redoce acid min, aetion plans o Lt polloton of the
Meditermanean Sea, and management of fisherics in regional seas. Environmental probleis chag
ire more obviously global, such s seratosphetse ozont deplenon and global warmunig, require
global palitical responses: thie povernments of many coutbies need o cooperate and collibarire
ter Formulare and JHI]*EE'JIIL‘HT i 'ht}' TEFPOTACS, and thede in tum reqinre agian ]1}' TELIONY THCOTe
stibautional governmental bodies as well as vousstate actors that opemee globally (or neary so),
Such as mulbtinacemal corparations and infermational :iiJJI;Ii'I-'lr'{'fl]ll]{!l]l.ll CRTEEEatIons,

Thus, i using the e “glolal environmental polines™ we mean to enconpass all levels of
palitics {and pobicy) related o the eovivenment; s gobial s s cleady elobal, but a local o
may, hy defintion, also be encompissed by global polites. Put another wiy, globil snviron
mental politics entonipases loeal, natiodial, trarsnationd, régiond], intermational and geogrphi-
cally globul environnionzi] fssoes and felied pn]:m‘.,d activity, As sach, 1 this volume we are

mterested in environmental issueeat all levels and in eebated political activity poall Tevels,

The “environment” in global environmental politics

Clobal environmenal paliees w5 the global politics of the environment; More specifically, the
envitament i global environmental politics is about the human dimensions: of the nomral
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ervironrent: the homan ciasey of enviromnentl changs, pollution and resource use, and the
hunun approschies wosolving (o trving to solve) or preventing eimrommniéntal problens and
PERODPCE SERTTITIES, T]!L‘ "[JI.II:I].II'I” fl-_'n.' ﬁ&i_‘l: L'|.|L|.|¢|;5. iy HOVETTnett F11‘||:1’"i||.‘i: -It'II'I [!u— r|_~!_JL|,.-_;.;!_
shps bevween those policics and the behaviers of individugls snd industries. For our purposes,
the Bumin also indudes intermational cnoperstion, often restlting an envirnmmental treaties
This connection hetween envivonment ad humn society, hroudly defined, highlishes an
important point while global environmental politics is related to the naal erviromnens how
we define “npataral” is problenianc. A punst might peant aut thae very littde of genuine natire
still exists; with elinute change and the spread of pessiseent anpinic. pollutans, for exaniple,
nearly every part of whit- wis once the natural world has been affected. and often piterhy crans-
tormied (or destroved), by humaniny. Nevertheless, oue expects that for most people “natre™
cin be detined as the nonhuman world, encampassing the platits, animals, minerals, air, water
and ecosystems on which humanity depends ¢ s survival and wellbeinge,

Simply: pury the “enwronment” i global eavironmental politics ronghly equated to
“eeology” — natural vystois, ineluding humianity and all it influences — but with the iportant
caveat that v wre aterested i the human—enviranment relationshep, otten in the contexe of
governinte. This means that the environment of global environmental politics is not about the
bilt citvitonnent per se, except insofie s this affects the natural eoyvinonment. This wealkd be
the case with, for example, energy se by buildings (beconse mest of the electricity used b
buildings comes from the burning of fossil fuels, which i wm conmiboest 1 pallution and
climate change) and mansport infrstucre (which can gresatly sffect tir quality and loed envi-
rinietital habivies), 1n some sense, the envirenmentin global sivirenmental palitics ix about
stowardship of the naturl environment licreasinigly’ this medns stewardship of the globd
environment —of the whele planer — implyving dhar troly plobal cooperation is required to ensure
ant envarpnmentally sustainable futire for all peopie regirdles of where they might livie.

The “politics” in global environmental politics

"Palitics” can be and is defincd in o number of ways. Tt can réfer to the struggle i and distribin-
tion of power, and thus resourses, withm and ationg national commumties. This s routinely
ssoctated with the role of governmenty, totibly their policies and setons for regluting behie-
iars in sociery, and the manner in which governments are chosen, the mstitutiors tresm which
they obtan their leginnuey, and the way thae they rule. Thus global smarenimental palitivs i
largely abaur how government policies eantribute o emvirenimenil problems and about spe-
cifically envirenmental policies (often envisomuental regulations) and their effeces. Tt js aboot
how environmental resources and pollution are distributed in sciety, and the rale that power
and mfluenes play wr thar dutnbuson, Mope corimtonly, the poliics in globil covironmental
polities i shout intermational cooperition relited o the environment. This might inelude
widressing transboundary, regional and global problems through intermational conferences of
L‘hplmll.m fEgatitmg envitoimenl teanes, effors l;':- RONETTITTICNES (O T gre shared resources
i fatiral Mcominons™ areas. Gueh g fsh in the open acean beyond temuonal waters), or
dttempes o formulate and implement internntom) policies an sustainalsle development that
benefic individual countrics, rediee local wd global pollution, and suppore environitlly les
harmful econemic development,

Although plobul enviromental politics routinely involves govemnients i sonie way, 1t iy
pot always about governments relating to one anuther: v is often aboat hbn-stite sotors trying
toanfluence government policies in wavs chist sffeer thie i vitriment. 1t mayalso myvolve Strup-
gles related to the envirenment by pongovernmental erEanizitions, busimesses and comminies

Introduction

thut Lirpely ignore governments, at least direcdy. Ar the sk of upsercing }]I:!‘I.\'t:—, one st wven
srknowleddge that the held of global eovironmenal polines goes heyoud pohines scdy. defioed.
Scholims nfvi.‘_|1.||'-.'1| environmental polides thus dnclude those with Hterest anil expertiie m cco E
nortics, sociologyand other social scicnees, and even the humanmites. Ulnmagely, thie Er:-uhm'l; ot
global enviramments] palitics 15 most often the process whereby the constelligon of despamts
interests — governnient dgenees, eompentions, eommunities and people, and some would add
monhunan spees —are represened {or not) in actiens thay hirm the natral environment.or in

effuirts o protect it

The practice and study of global environmental politics

The field of global environmentil polites. encompasses both practive (or praxis) .m-.! spucdy (and
armalysis) of pohitics and policies eelated o the enviromment, The former l"_‘LiTI"L'UU*-'_“_ teauls to
fit defimitiong ot polines sriented toward actvites of govérnments jnd IL‘:-:dulr:ﬂ_NI podigol ply-
ers, although incressingly non-traditional actors, such as avil society groups, ﬂ“l‘r_‘_l'l |H:]__{;ut1?;'1i Wil
the Intermer, have growing mportatice in enviconmental poliges at all levels. The e inter.
pretaten of global environmental pelitics 15 onented woward research and teacling related to the
Fu,ht:{s of the eovireunent, although e is TRk e note the m‘L‘rLLp with }_11'»:'::1_'{1;_ research
about global emirommentl polines 1 routwely sbout, and very smpersmtly can oform, the
privite oF ilabal enviromimened politics; Gnd students of global emvrenmental politics mighe
-\}'-'[ﬂ‘:r' what they leam te envirdnmental activism, wiork 1 nidustry or servide In government.

The practice of global environmental politics

Cilabal environmental politics  above all sbout activities — policies, actions, beluyiors — that
afteet the envitonment, whether negtively (e, thiough pollution or hasm to matural retources)
or pesitively (e, by reducing or preventing pollution, or using resodaroes Hi..F!iLd'tH.Jl‘ll.',r} In its
simplest form, the practioe of global epvirommental politics includes those acthivities of govern-
mients that relare to che enveromment 1 some way, Thisomght imvolve the work of environ
mesital mmnistries, parteokidy when their work affeos whine happens in other eountrics. and it
wiild tclude the cnvirsnmient-related roles and setbates of pelingal exscunves (pressdents,
proe ininsters) and leggslatores, noably the eovironmeital pu!i'l.'_it:h. lasws anich reggubanioins [.]|ic-:f'
deliberate, foruubare and implenient, 1t follows that the practee of global enviranmiital r't‘l].l'r!t'w
1 akin shout the activities of all those actors mying to influence and shape govermmetit policies
related to the environment, and the respanses of those and other actors to covironuental regu
baticn. Thuos the practice of global environmental palitics within countries includes the activities
b special interess, notably corpovations dnd, 0 many places, ens iranmenial athmen W EToupE,
ancl thie proceses wherehy those intercsts attémpt to shiape govermment polices related o the
EnviIraiment

The practice of global environmental politics of course includes the actors ‘-"f"-‘lT!CI'I_I_s-; ACTENE
national borders. For example, envaronmental diplamacy and the comples provesses of interns
tiemal environmental negotanons onoall tsnner of issucs — sach as fishang, whaling, eccan pol-
lution, trde in hinsardous waktes, stratspherie bzaric deplenon and climare change — are o
definely the staff of global envirsrimental poliies. Indeed, some scholars of glolnl L0
vreneal paliviey fous almiost entirely on this aspect of thie topic — whar might be labeled interni-
Mol ervivormiental politic inchuding the roles of imporeant of poverful dational actors 'f_.\u-..:l;
E1d

a5 thie Umited States and Ching), foreign policy processes fnehading: the roles of nflue
paliticians or diplomats and then veladonships with colleagues nationalky and interpationally),
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s thie mpace of meerniananal eresmenons sl regraes Teiich s thie Umited MNations and che
canstellatim of mteriatonal RATTITICIIES anid 1w PraCices ass wnintedd with, sav, biodivesiey anid

espieciilly chowate thange). To sliott, at least for some scholas, global environmental politics i

primarily alsout wwhii governments do at howe dnd ahbroad to respond to environmental changes

arfo prevent them from happening.

The study of global environmental politics

A o fheld of andlysis and ledring, global emaronmental polities 15 about rying o understand
and explain the practices of governments and other aotors refoted o the environment, ospiccially
ingorbar as thiy s assoctited with meerostional affaies or wanshoundary euverommenta) isues, For
st sehodars thas invelves analyeng the pracece of globsal envirsmeneal palines, fnding oxpla

wations for what happens, and conveying this knowledge to otliers, oftén to the prictitoners
bemng stuched. For nany seholizsthis icludes shismng dicir knowledige via publications of dif-
fererit kinds, sometin i the form of policy papers intended o dape (“improve™) the policies
of goverminents, internationd! organitationsand other actors, such as corporations, and to help
them amtve at polivies mere conducive to envirammental protection. Most scholis maineom a
gertin level of disineeregtednesan their rescarch: thiey atempe to find the “truh®™ belind envi-
ronmientl policies, for example, and to convey what they live learmed to thie scholarly and
policy eommunmities. Other seholins atd researchers have more nonnative objectives: they want
to see the ettvaromment dnd nitoml resources protected, so their rescarch 5 mmed ot finding
wiys to make that happen, possibly induding advocacy work toward thicend. & few (some-
times self-styled) scholars, suchias the so-called “climate skeptics™ and “clwrate demes”” have
Just the opposte obeoave: too use thicir work o presest povernnental virpilanen o elvirin-
|'I||(‘|T{.|| Pﬂ'.'l[fi.‘.!l]r].

For riary sehiolars o ghobal envisaninicasl polisics, their wiork includes tepching othors what
théy have leamed about the prictices of global enviranmental politics, notabily i eollege and
imiversity courses (soietinges fithed ;]1]!‘-,4' orvironmental ]"I::I“L:II'h.“ “1mternanoial envirsn-
miental poliics”™ or somcthing similar), These courses are often geared coward helping sodenss
who will join industmes o beter undestund the mle of enviranment iy thedr Ritire work, or
ti provicde aming for stedenes wliowill jom sovirmeit minsmel working on environimental
and miermanomal atfairs. Some tedchers of global envirommental politics no dovbe hope that
dheir students wall become énvironmetital activists. Regardless of their individual menvatons,
mast of the contrbutors to thes valume both conduet research on dobal environmenal poliacs
aned teach abeut ik,

Surveying global environmental politics

TThs wolume by rogecther s diverse group ofscholars from around the werld, Therr contribu-
trang ard drganized nto four parts; (1) explaining and undestanding ilobal environmontal poli-
ties; (1) sctorms and institutions i global enviromment) polities; (1) ideas and themes o aleibal
environmental polities; and (IV) key fwoes and policies 0 globil cnviranmentyl pokiticy
Tagether the contrbueory cover most topicy i both the pravtice and study {or reseacch) of
global envitonmental politics, thesely mving readers, whether students, government officials,
sty 'i'l.['it-”il:l]‘ﬂllf‘ll' afficers; enviromnentalisté or ordinary concerned citizens. o SEOE il
knowledge that is wider than that found in ather boeks: Chapters deseribe the topic at hasd in
enough desail to provide a foundation for policy work and more 1n-depth resding and sy,
Mopst coutnbutors alse drvw po theie experietices to provide stnie assssment of real-warld

b

Introsduction

pvents Asfuch, in the whiols the handbook serves oy a dsluable pranser for amyione interested 1,

or concerned abaut, oty relitorship swath thieglobal envissnmiont

Explaining and understanding global environmental pofitics

[ Part 1, conerbutars desenbe te dwories and methods used o explam global environmaental
politics, In Chapeer 2, Loren B, Clss pravides a liistanical overview of global eovirenmental
polities a5 Held of study. In @ widd-ranging survey of che literature, he shicws Hievw the field has
ackeaneed fromy eme that was prnamly about international envitonmental coopemation to one
thut 1 more anter- and multi-disciplinary, encompassing the full moge of political and policy
weeraty eohared oo the environment while sall bemng onested woward ernamonal relacons
In Chapters 3 and 4, John Vogler and Havley Stevenson deseribe and assess all of the wapar
thearetical appriaches, and more i fow of the less commsn thesretieal fruneworks, used o
aniglyze and underiand plobal environmental politics, Vepler fovuses on muiinsoredn thisaries of
ghobal envirenmental politics, norbly realism and Stionalism (which seoie might sy are ot
abwarys realivhe or rational], which have been most commonly wsed by scholar, and sometinies
evien by practitiones, o explan the international polines of the environment. In comtrast,
Seevenson looks ar altemative theones, such as construcnvism and Marxism, which challenge
the mainstream approaches, The altermitive perpectves ate often about showing that glohal
ervvirgnmental pobites s just as much about 1deas 85 11 15 about sutes per se,

Phe final chaprers of Part | oo o questions of how global envitonmental politics is studied
and tavght, In Chapter 5 Jubimn Emmons Allisen desws on oo wide literature o oraft @ frae-
wiork fur didog veseares and teaching of globul environmeneml polives, She shows how the
thienries descrrbed 1 thie preceding chapters canbe Browghe w beae i explaining global eovi-
ranmienital palitics o Liyperons, bnd she projioses mbnovitve pedagegies that can be deployed
tor help students learn aboue it In Clhapiér 6, Petér M. Haas amd Foomald B. Biehell moki o
strpng ease for interdisciplinary scholaship that bridges the sclence—palicy anterface. Such
vescarch is more likely to lesd o publications and other cutputs that will resultn conerete
impreverments i envicanmentl conditions. Tagether, the chaprers i Part 1osesve as a thee-
retcdl foundanon for the rest of the handbook and 2 goide for further research and stsdy by

readers of all kinds.

Actors and institutions in global environmental politics

Clabal ermvarommicntal polises s shiaped by @ vanery of magor actors and imsteatons operating
AT Tewels of Tiuisan weviviey —from thi logil o the slobal. In Pare 11, comeiburoes desenbe che
niast prooivent acton and some of the comimon pracices, oo and nstioricns they often
foellow i their relationy with aoe another (i the context of crivirommental changé. In Chapeer 7,
Fugh . Diyer takes a eritical ook at whatare very likely the mést iniporrant and most powertul
actars, f Far from the only fmporant ones, o global eoviconmental politics nation-smwtes, For
some scholirs iind o doube fise many practtones, especially diplomats, states ane e chief
avtors, often ceceiving all of the attetinon. As Dyer pomts out, the intermanonal system, dnd the
notion of stare sovercignty that serves as its foundation, has the pocential boch o solve eivimn-
mental problems and o make them much worse, Whar may be most meéresting and st
aperreant, and i certmly permane o other chaprers here, 15 that envirgnmiental change, while
parthy 2 consequence of the behaviors of soverenm states, 15 challemging che very idea of sover
eigmty like mothmigelse: [ty be fior thas teasan thaosetes quite often find o necessary tocoop-
tate 4t Bt rogionis] wnd global Tevels roseek convmion spproaches o addeessing enviranmental
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tssies. This coopernton, and epecially {& minifesation in ineemational {or, mote precisely,
intee-governmeintal) emaronienel Sroinizitons, is examined by Kabe ©FMNeill in Chaprer ‘-
Shie reviews bisth the fundtons and operations of regonal and global internatonal DA,
in the process examiniig the exeant o which they are sutonomous fictors, independent of cher
sciber states, oranore often tools used by their memibers to promote their own nterese in
alobal eovironmental palitics,

Ome interesting aspect of global envicenmwental politics i thar states {aod orher wétors)
frequently. cooperae infmmally, This informal eooperition con ke on i U of i oW, Tn
Chapter 9, Mary E. Petteniger explores this process through an examinition of jntemational
enviranmental regimes and some of the underlying theories thir are used to explain their forma-
tion and effectiveness, While there 1 some hssprecment arfiong seholims about hew 1o define
uternational regumes, they are quite often desenbed as prnciples, norms and procedures thit
governmments agree to follow m addrcsmg (in this caie) mtersational eoviroimenl problems,
They may bave formial interationil arganizations ssocted with thens, and indeod the 1nost
wifluential reginies usitally do, but this iy net always the case. What by unportant is thas states. ur
least the miost powerful ones, sometimes recognize arid accept that only through valuntsly
accepting and (mosty) .u‘lh..-.rin}.: Lo i conuriemn approdch can they solve r:]v|mn|m.~;1m| prollet,

Another way that the environment-reluted behaviar of and wmong states 15 voluntanly rep
|..|E|.'1L or at least tempeted, s through mtermanonsl environmena| lwwe, by s :L‘,s._‘n.imf{‘ by
Pavid B, Hunter n Chapeer 10, Interwational envisanmental law i liegely o conscquénce of
fermmal agreeliients among stites: governments vohineatily agree, theough treaties, o be bound
toy certam behaviors, {ir example w stop allowing the use of ermiin pu-l[ut.nm O enviranen.
tally harmfil practices within therr borders thir mighit harm other countries. Having said dhis,
ntermational exvironmental liw ean anse o less predicable ways, whether theauph commian
practiges thar evelve over amie o &% 8 result of decisions mken by natigtal and ;:]tun:qn::ﬂ!_‘ﬂ
courts. Hitnter dhiowd how dieie fonnd and informal practices have résulted inoan army of
commonty decepred standands in global envirsmmental piakities, .

Cilobal Environmental poalitics i abour much tmore than ¢ CUPETAoN AMONE SOvertmen it
the international lovel. It is abso about whar happens within stites and what happens st the
domestic—international frontier whire intermational and domestic politics und policies incerfice,
as they do in foreign policy processes, Tn Chapter 11, Mibach Papa explores the crostoven
arang different levels of govermince by focusing on foreign policy actors. She explores two
approaches to environmental foreipn policy, mamcly one thar focuses o statig and the roles af
govirmment officials (uch as diplomats and offeak in tordign ministiies) a5 primary actors,
and another that foeuses mare on “multi-level goviettance” and other actoes involved 1'.:| ghesbal
envionmental polines. Moving one futther step down from the purely: intemational, in

Chaper 12 Sty D, Vandevesr o Paol F, Steinberg describe the roles of domestic actors and
msttunans m global envirorimental politics, They do this by focusing on (and advocating) a
cormparitve approich to amalvengglobal envirmmuental politics, in the process highlizhting the
uttportanice of national policics in understunding and explaining the field, 1t s, affer all, :,-,1;|r::
often poligies at this fevel that have the most impact on the cnvironmens

In Chapters 13 and 14, Kyla Tienhaari snid Chnstian Downie focus onthe rolesaf non-stite
actors in global etvironmental politics— although even dhese actom seldom st enrizely indepien
dently of suites. Tienhidr eximines some of the actors thar some seholir and ohscrvers gy
drgue ate more importnt than mest states: corporations. She looks at how corparations wivld
power, influenee and authority e global eovisonmentl polities; showing thar sometismes s
niesses have inordinate abiliny woshape evints while avothier times their own conflices leave them
unable to have their way, Dusisiesses siose often work to Lt cnviromimenl rugu!.ﬂir‘-:l. but

&

Introduction

vecastonally they can lead i effores to nwve closer to o sustaimable balinee betwesn envitbn-
srinital and eeonomio poerites. Conunuime this survey of non-state entities, 0 the inal chapter
of Pait 11 Downie desenbes o varety of tnsnatioma] scrors n-global environmenral polibics,
cluditig tor-profit sceors {(ike those exsamned by Trenhaars) and nos-for-protic nongovern:
mental ergitiztons, g5 well a5 other broadly civl senety scors, mcluding mdividuals. He
shows whet and how these trpes o actors inereasingly have an impact o glebal envirenmisntal
politics, and he helps explain why they fil to have the impact that mary people mighe ike.
Uldnaately, it s usually some wnalgamation of state and non-stke actors and theie influehices dhat

deternmnes enviranmental outcomes,

Ideas and themes in global environmental politics

Like many nther wpects of wosld affiirs, hunan relattonships with the natural enviromment ate
wiftwenced by ideas. Even when not direetly infioenced by them, global environmental politics
gart e betrer understood 1n terms of relanvely discrete idess. Forexample; affioaland unothical
responses o ehivitonmentil change bavie m recent decades been influenced by the noten of
suseainabiliy, of whie e might define simiply @8 dhe ddea ot thisre are ecobogical bouts o
eepnoimnic snd other Wurian achvities, Tndeed, rhe idea of susiainabality mow permieates global
enviranmental politics, although the degree w which it is inplémented iy debatable and cer-
wirthy uneven, Sumlady, o number of key themes help to chameterize contemporary plobal
environmental polides, Examples of such themes inclode secusiey, which is central o othes
aspects of intermational affrs, snd globalization, the powerfal forves of global seonomic inte-
grition and opening of barders thit 1% affecting alimose every aspeer of T, nelading as it felates
to the envirpnoient. Part 111 1 devoted to describing these sind ather ddeas and thetes in global
environmentdl politics

Part 1l begos i Chapter 15 with an essay on environmental sustanabiliey by Thomas
Princen. Prgcen proposes a mwnber of foundanonal proneaples that should goade humaniey, i
thie process tying tagether the envirotmient, humian bebavioe and politics. Closely relavd w0
sustammabibity — argnably the diost iniportint aspect of realizing 1t — is the guestionof rrvarerl
consumption, which i tabker) up by Gabrigla Kijtting i Chapter 16. Shie recoumies the histary of
consumption before cxamining the matimmonalization of the idea of “sustainable consumip-
tign " Following a theme in other chapters, Kiitting shows that the problams of realizieg teuly
sustirriable consumption can offen be a funedon of polirics.

Uinderstanding sustainabiticy and the underbying ecologieal and buman forces av play-when
enviranmental commons suffer dechne reguires seaenrific knowledge. As Andrew Karvonen and
Ralf Brand show in Chapter 17, saentfic expertise feods mio thé processes of globial enviromn-
mental pelities and policymaking, in the provess-often becoming a policical issue imself This s
especially the case inthe Unmted States; where a surprising oumber of politicians and intesest
aroups have bevome “anti-science™ in their effors o deny the reabity of climate change and the
iiipartance: of responiditg ot Closely related o quistans of science 18 that of uncertnnty,
As Karen Hussey anid Stephien Dovers pomt out in Chipeer T8, the role of nsk in poligeal cal-
culitions and in teclinological responses to environmental change ire influsived by die level of
uncertainty, Uncereinty mukes predicing the fature more difficalt and of coume ivsométhing
thit seience can help alleviate, leean ahio play a role inodefining how secure people and countricy
feel i the face of environmental chanpe

Conceptions of security, whethor human, national or interanemal, often describe global
environmental palities; But whether envirommintal ssuesare consdénsd to be thirears o seeurivy

s gpen b interpretation, as Sabing W, Lautersach and Alesander K. Lautensach reweal
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i Chapeer 1Y, Far examiple; global climate change creares cnonmous ol g o -
curity 'far poor low-lving commmumnities and coastl countries that suffer i profound direct
efferts, such as seadevel mse (nwde much worse g stors), and for those that lack the ahil.
ity to fally-cope with these effiecss, thus making clivate charie an inmviediate threst for dhem, In
onest, many develiped countries, while ubo ckpériciding the effecs of dlimare change, at
rah atiore able s cope witliits impacts and generally have more resiliont socieres. A chreat that
4 existential rosome poot countries i o mostly disant concetn o some wealthy ones, At least
that is what many peaple i the latter countries believe, Even such a belief has grear significance
m global environmental polities

Another important thenie in global envirommental palitics is, not surprsingly, that of diplo-
ey, which sesanmed by Radadav 5, Dimitrov i Chapter 20, The procosses of negenain
aimong diplonats, whethér ar formal internations] conferences or i backsoom biliteral st
s, can greatly shape outcomes. It s during such mectngs et concerig about secimty and
insecurity can be tempered or pecasonally exacerbated. This s especiilly frue in g wher
diplomaty from wealthy developed countries conifront dipliats from developing countrivs
As Shangriba Toshi affirns w Chaprer 21, diplemaks” conceptions of envirenmental securicy anid
Lo to ensure at; suid niote generally how to respond to glohal enviremmental prablems, e bi
giee diferene L]u]h::uilug on the countrnes they represent. For |1|‘M‘Il]|1m|—:mmrr\- diplomis,
enviranmiental probleins nuy be relatively simple questions. of technical respintises, bt for dip
lontuaes from developing countries they are aften wrapiped up with a strong sense of histomicn|
wnjustice ab 0 consequince of eolonblism id empiee i pask centides. Closely melated o these
guestions are those of econonnt globalizaton, sddressed Chapter 22°by Lads Kochicheewn
Globalistian is arguably one of the most powerful drivers of adverse envirommenes| chanjzes
bevanse it his etabled wealthy countdes o “expert” their pollution by buving producs from
counties where environmental repubitions are relotively low. Welired o thits 1% the fhoresssd
availability of Ainange, still predominantdy onginating w developed countries, duit can determine
whether economic development around dhic world & misre environientally harmful or less so.

Ve often i 1s sl che laer:

These themes — of the relative power of rich and poor comntries, of how countriss’ drplormats
velivg o e andthet ' environmonital negotiatons, and the extont o which glabalizidon has
lesitered trade, oftén o the advantpe of some over others while wxactrbating emvironmental
decline — raise very serious questions of justice, bodv internanonally and locally, In Chapser 23,
Steve Vanderheiden examines international justice in global environmental politics, in the pro-
cei shwing how mation-states bave both dghts and obligatians in thecontext of ervronmien
tal change, Questions of environmental justice also-obitain locally. As Hollie Nysech amd Davad
N. Pellow show i Chipter 24. pollution harmy some people more than athiess, T particulir,
mrgimilized commumities and the poor are often saddled with waste and sverise of atdel
resources on which they way depend for their survival. But questons of what is Aghit aid wiomg
n the contexe of global environmental polites iv not retoed to relationy AmOnY Countriey
:ul:.-m,lunn.'lu}' O 1o Interadions anong indsadials fand other Jlt"‘“:' [UH“.F.; l‘ht'{v‘ o Pixe
auestiond abiont thie rebes of nonhinan species. With this in mind, o Chaprer 25 Safia Guedes
Ve and Olivia Bina désicrbe the :c]dtaujjxhqw hetwieen ethies and Ph']‘-‘“‘l‘l’}'- o anive B, g
etolagry and other species, on the other. Together, these chaprers on ethics and justice shiow that
questons of global eovironmentsd politics can often vor be sswersd Jy focising otily on tradi-
tomal conceptons of power and righs,

The tial two chapters 1 Part 1 ook in greiter derail 4t one ser of actom tharare central
globil environmental politics at all levels — or should bey or least — bur which sonvetimes gl
everlonked: the public, In Chapter 26, Sandm T Marguare-Pyate desenbies the role af pulblic

]

Introduction

apimon i global errranimental poliies and i cedanenship e how and, whether people
participate i different i ol croviraamsental setion. She deseribes bow pubbic opimon relaged

ter the enviromment i piegsared ord sssesied, anid ddreses e anportance of I'TI]?"\—'I'I.'IHF:IJ:I_[
esearch to better ynderitand the views of publics. Building on such themes, m Chaprer 27
Deick Bell defines and analyzes environmental citizenship, He destnbes how énvironmental
citizership has heen pormayed and stdied in theoretical, philosophical and pracucal e,
Muoch as Marguar-Pyatt reveals the difficulties of stimulating sirang |:|u|'.nJ|L.' L'L1l1‘|l1:1tlmuul Lo
environmental catses, Bell shivwy tharat s chinllesige to foster environnenial citizessiop, even

i some scholars question whether Aotz so 1 a J.::m-.i HIELE R

Key issues and policies in global enviranmental politics

Chaptars in Parey 1, 11 and 111 lay the foundation for understanding global -.'|:-m'unn1{'111.'||.1.~u11r.:-.-.~:
andl the virous actors, rstitutins and idess chst infoenes it To Pare TV see oo toospecthic sses
in global covroniiental palitics and many ol the policy respinses oo thizm, t the process rein-
j'|_||-:'|||g I||-H_! fi_|“hc1 iHuun—.r*_’]ng rin_' n].]Ll:n.j_] 1l I,"II_'I_'l_I_'I_:li_“.:_' ]1.!11‘\ I.l!'- l].'H.' ]].l['liﬂ'.li'liilli [f'l {ji.l[‘tt'l'& 2k
and 29, respectively, Hugh C. Dyer and David Downie look at the ;m.ly gliabal |_-|1-.rnu|f|uh:nt.1|
jasnes of chimite change and straosphenic orone depletion, Deownie’s chaptet duscribes the
successhinl negotitionyof quite effteme intermatonal environmentd agreenents to ourh GEARC-
destroving chemicals, Indeed, these agreamenss have setved as the framework for addressing
n:'hu::ﬂ-.._‘ I'}L1il-ll.j.11'. Alas, elimate change i a thir more complicared problem. Bot oeone depletion
and climte ehange are caused by pollution Fom all around the world, However, chinmee :'h:m;__r,c_
i Lignh 1"T.‘|L‘Lt':.-3”.\" and politwcally more difficalt than ozene depletion becaise the sources of
greonhonse gis pollaton are i the billlons— thar i, everyone sonmbutes to t'|i1|-|:|-.h' clhange in
s way; This imay belp sxplain why governments have beermable tw agree on quite sucrcessful
mepstees o curb cmissons of pollutins cssing ezone depletion —m parc because the mamber
of factories making these pollutants is relatively linnted — wheseas chioy v fatled utterly
come te agreensent, letalone act on such agreement, oo how to froally seare n_-l.'l.'t:«.il.].[_'j thie gikii-
ing emissans of greenhouse gases. Ay such, Dyer’s chapter appropriately takes a critical lﬂflk dt
the problem, showng its it connections to enesgy use, p.erir'nl-!Tf}'_ the world's 1.L'lh-1lll.'l.'
an fosl fuels, thereby revealme how diffienle it b o ke the kind of action deseribed in
Downie'’s more upbeat chapter, .
I the nest four chapters, cottrbiitors look at pollution thiat Gften has widspresd geographic
mripcts, Loren B, Cass deseribes the causes anel polines of tratishoundary alr pollution ariel acid
g 1 Clhaprer 300 Whike both ar pollutien and aod min contiiue toogrow worss i nany
world regions, such i Ease Asia, inoother places, for example in Burope, there have been suc
¢isses m tackling both problems. Ciss shises how thess experiences van helpscholarsand prag-
deivners uiderstind the canses of, wid solumns to, other sdverse chinges to the epviromment,
The cavse of meh of the world's air polliation, snd ceriainly ol thar which most dieecely affecrs
people an o day-to-diey basis, s addressed by Tain Docherty in (.-|TZ!|'IH.'T = o I.:"LH Licrey sl hl_}\.‘-'
developmient policies largely determme the leyel of air pellution coming from tramspon l:l.im-
struciure. T hese T“'lli'il.:H."'\ are often liglly coneested by governmenn, H'I.I.'IlIﬁEFIL':\ amd eival m.“r[l:.
actors, Docherty's dnalysis shows how guestions of eaviconment and sustrinability cun be highly
political. Taking on other forms of pollution, in Chapter 32 David Downic and. Jessica
Templeton describe how persistent organic pollutants have spread thronghout ecosystems, pre

senang very serious threas o both environmental and human health, They alo deseribie hiow
SOV ETIINCRLS, t]I]:'Il'_tl;":l'\-'f”'l”llfrlt.\,'li {}:’j:,l]'!l‘_f..'ll.lﬂ]“ .!“'.E n[hl.','r AT ilii'r‘L' ]'L'S['H.‘.lrl'j'."fi o rhlﬁ 'r‘r“hl.l'.'lrl.
The result is wrnxed bag, with reat acoon oecurring, butnetalways guickly or sobustly enotigh
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b kep op with mércasing amounts o pollutian, notibly in the developing world, Henrik Sgl
expanids it this thene in Chaprer 33, which s devoted to deseribing the ::Jnnlu[ p.ul-:i -:I'IFL .'“
ardous wastes, Selin looks at the selenee of hazardous wiaste (and ar liu.- -11|i:'[i-.'\ nr'[h;' t:'l g I-Mtf
liizardsus waste), deseribing how this form of pollutien finds i way :i|r1t;1 OIS |||.. 'l.Jr.t"'LLJ I
He also shows how hamrdous wiste s tded around the word, offien i!h:-:;]-:.- As "..'Jl.-' 1_I|.l1 ui';lfl
environmental isues, this oné has been addrewed through miternptional regul |n.n.| ! I| “; Lf
ot yeratean that the problem has been solved. I e
The final chapters in Pare 1V loskar nuggerconderns related oo ecosystems and the species that
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I T Tl £ Bl I-'lrhl..! Aohor |l.'| - r'll"l‘_.' | I:I:'lnl 1L I'l}D.\'L"I!:‘ Lih

aldriss these isumes “hapeer 3 ' :
: v ihese waues, o Chapeer 34, Jeng MNewig and Edward Challies fook at ome of tie niost
it thsiie o : ! kil el 4 '
| sites i global environmeiaed palitice: the governance of warer They show how witer hus
. ~ i ot P 1 y ; . h
oett managed locally and itérmationally through thie collihoration of key setais
4 BLAW LR R

; ] ; =i atnd érakehgld-
ers, Waster 10 lakes and dvers is gften palluted, and sadly much of'
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theses. Thas anid el iljlp;h't'\ o the ocean CINVITOITICTE e t'h:&l]!;qn[i::?.ll:hflf;:[|1 :::]:T:T “;’u' l-”
| I.I.Jl'cr'llt'.s i peart of s Jarger analysis of marine prolities. and whae i sl t}.u: F““'”;._"d ‘:" -LL{'T
His chapter deseribes the myriad threses to the marine coviranmssit ranping from ag 'H:Jrl_.
|'L|_:|ur'f anvd dumping at sea o this potentally devastating efficts of Lilfm_,m .-_-Ihm e ;Flr I:I {:.m“
this Jook at Barth’s marme etvironinent, in ¢ haprer 36 Elizabeth R Jh“iul.nhz ?1 e “j:m TH
imtermational and regional palitics of fisheries 2 HETHE tiammals., .*.‘1\ 'u.-lim i1 l:-; I .L.T}“ .L? ”-‘:
examined i this hindbook, these have ben the subjects n!'in!r‘rn.uu‘ln.;! .JL"!':‘::"IMIL*"|-:I.I'5 ) . r-mm’?
ar the glohullevel, Problems persist, bue it soeiis heyond dembit thiat things ;-'.-'1;[1|d l;u :hﬁ?;::ﬂuﬁ

y ¥

without Such agreements, To some extent the sume i bie shid of meernarianal

orie
——

the protection of bodiversity, migratory species ol weturdl heritage, whicly ave ::I"LL;F?{]F'NJ'
Chapter 37 by Volker Mauerhofer and Felister Myacuti, As they ah;n.v. e::-.-:J:u;rautrull-::r.].i.ljlrf-}"?l[
ments s b suceessful, 08 denipnstrated by sene agrecments m J.1rot-.~|_[ waterfow] that “IF-:"I"':e.-
ACTONY i - - Tl T 5
L:I‘I]:u::.:jj]:-rfllllrt::nlc i, but these succrses are greatly undenmined by the relenitless destruction

T)L‘htnu't'i-.:u! of hubitats i dtarkly revealed by: what i huppening i the wopld's fore

which are the subjecr of David | himiphreys’s claprer, In Chipter 1 he desenbies low L;rllﬁll
H..-'Il'y !.rn‘.-ll_'rnrnl.'llr_m have failed to sgree onqg global forese treaty, in the e u'n:w.:".-'ill. r deforest '.1
Hon back o .qu:'ﬁrinh.x of climate change (and relited tbernatiomal and dnn;ﬁ[:' |1|.1Eiu.|.'~irl
i ]':1.:‘ opuen forgovernments in their efforts to limit climare change s o F’hrt".j.:'!";’r'.". I-HTI_‘:'i;[;
which szvay “sinks™ for carbon diosade, the most widespread grﬂ'ul:lmm- gras; As Hum ~]u'l.: ;
shaws, the question of sequestration of carthon in Roress v gmone the :nr}:q I'-::c]tl‘lur'“{:.-'u:.
Fonimental sues: Assucl, e i the stuff of global environinesal ]";:;lltf-:"‘i. rl_-;.'rul:ur hu.:.-. H;'!'FI:-
ingly disconneceed disues —in this case. national torest politics and theslabal puli{l; & :;f'._-ilil.u “:
change - are ingmiitely connected. becoming increasingly complex i biotl rru;'.imn:n 1|:L.{!
ane polieteal terms, The final two chapters of Part 1V continue makanip this link hack l.‘::- -II
miaee change. In Chapter 39 Men Juntti describes the causes of desertification ; 1 lll:
world, in the proces: highlighting the politics of the prablens and die r-:-ilua il J:::Eu:l' I:il
actors, loternationa) agreements have been reached to addess desertification il“ls'i..--.f : :Ibq %
there i little doube chur the problem will becomic wiiie in coming 1'.]1_-<'|.L|: | i '1|'I HI\
ll:f.i_n-d and vigally amportant discussion, in Chapter 40 Jennifer {.:l:i],"ij..lljd 4“;.1:1; ":; nr " T“ ;c
at tood and agriculture. For anyone who tighe il think that our H.“|iJI'.r|.'l_".u|;| rl:: :Ililr:::'?L]
i.'1|'r'lr'i1lllr'|!i.'lll _iﬂ pot total, ar thar Gur sodnections to it are nist palitical, Clapp and Ma:ru I'x
desiripeion of the polines of feod should disabuse them of such thinking, T I-r|‘|".:- i ol n :
case study of how the global enviréument, and specifically oor role in shapi |.' I" b']l ]L-“L‘-ﬁ'JL
being dependent on i, i highly palitieized . L
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Introduction

The prospects for global environmental politics

What are the prospects foe global environmenral polines i the futore? That as, how hkely are
sthuadars and students o garner enough sl e global environmental problems and the
winrld’s responses octhem to beable (inthe case of scholars) to advise policymakerss and busi
pesses 1 be beter environmental stewirds and (in e cise ofstudenes) i beomi sufhoentdy
aware of the svironiientl pises Doy the world vo Betoine genuiie viratinehal areens,
amad o devore their encrgics wo salving civirommental problems — ok dt the véry lesst to greatly
limmie thelr own pL‘rHJLJ.LI contributons ta environmentil ;1!'!.1l1||:llll-f' What are the PrOsFHeCT for
the pracuce of global environmental polives? Will governments and other actoss learn from
st natakes and choose to give the el envieonment 2 much higher prioviy? Will those
actoes thir have faled o do so (meaning miest of chem) soon realize thae the wellbeing of
whole sagenes i intimately hdked o environmental suseipralility — loeally, natsonally aid
plohally?

Certainly we cannot pradict the futuree, butan orying to parse these questions we are very
likely ro arrive at 3 mixed bag of snswers, at best. The weorld has seen some real progress in
addrestrg environmental problems: In chiss respeot, we mighe say char global envirenmental
polivics ay worked, Bor there 18 no cscaping the ssark sealiny thar, broadly and alaballvspeak-
LNE, I.'1H-'|.Tf5!”:|.\:!“.1.| [1ri\1‘iii.'r11'1 comntmme o ETOW SO {‘.h:[l]t‘.‘ I.II.ll]:.\I"_' 1504 Cuse 1 Pn:r'lt:
despite decades of very sérious international negatfations, many resulting treaties, some cred-
il efforts to lmit greenhopse gas emissions in some plices, and even some progress towand
hetping those people who are and-will be affected by chimate change, greenhowse gas pollution
comtinues to indrease globally, The problem il grow much woise. Developed couneries and
people hiving within them have done oo lirde to reduce their wie of fosst fuels, Developing
countniés and their cingens jre 1 the process of becommg addicred w them gust as happened
m the West Ofren this s necessary; the world's poor need mnexpensive enengy to escape pov-
erty. Hut this is not the only path to development. Theworld's affluent people, including the
many mullons of new noddle-class vonsumers e developimg cowres, need nov meke the
sarme nustakes of people moche developed wiorld, The path roward suseamabliey ought o be
tollowid by all whe arecapable sf doiig s, Up o now, (oo few people arouid the world liave
fiallerwed this path.

Tl ae seetns it che work of gobal eovirommenta] polities — the work of government offi-
vinly, environmental gotivists and othes mvolved in it practice, as well as the work of séholars
who study whar those actors do —will be more of the same for the mme being, This wall involyve
a grovwimg ey of successful effors by governmicnts around te weorld wo cooperate to adidresy
envitenmiental problems and tesource searvities. These agreements will seldom conme easily, will
require payofls to vested inrerests with stakes in comtnned pollution and overuse of resources,
and will ng doubt meer wath too linpred suceess. Bue they wall be spos of progress in global
environmental-polities, Sipnlardy, efforss o implement epvironmental sustainabilicy wall spread,
thereby reducing the human nnpace en the environment compared o whatsewoold be withour
such efftrts. But stas likely thae commmp dicades sall see inereasing envirommiental pollunon a
all Tewels, from the leeal wo che plobial, & el de e inereasing dveruse of maturdl ressuréesand
the unsnstainable exploitation of environmiental conumions

I shoke, the dde ofenvironmental pollutnon and decline will ot be stemined anytime soon,
Mevertheless, there may still be some poom for hope. Scholam and stodents will continue to
ohserve and leam abaurwhae is happening. The tooly for doing sowall ikely improve. Sometimes
the work of scholars and analyses, and the understanding ofstudens and forre genetions, will

positively influence policy and the realowordd beliviar of indusries dnd individuals. A ather
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s ey may undeestand whiat i |‘-1F'F'“~"'“-“1-’- bue b hielpliss tis dig meh abour it, Insalar as thae
halarship of glabal snvironmerieal

happens, e s palites will be 2 chronic
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